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PREFACE 


T HE following pages contain the fubftance of four Letters 
on the Slave Trade, which I wrote for the purpofe of 
contributing my mite of Information, upon a fubjed of im- 
portance, to the Inhabitants of Manchefter. They appear to 
have excited fome attention; and at the requeft of fome 
Gentlemen, who very laudably interefted themlelves in favour 
of the wretched Africans, they are now reprinted, for the 
purpofe of being difperfed gratis. Every man condemns the 
Trade in general ; but it requires the exhibition of particular 
inftances of the enormity of this Commerce, to induce thofe to 
become attive in the matter, who wifti well to the caufe upon 
the whole. I have not thought it necefTary to preferve the 
epiftolary form exa&ly agreeable to the original ftile of publi- 
cation ; becaufe the omiffion of the proems and conclufions of 
the letters, have made room for more important matter. I 
fancy the reader, if his leifure will not enable him to attend 
to the minutiae of the fubjeft, will find in this Pamphlet fa6ts 
fufficient to form a decided opinion upon the queftion. If he 
have leifure, I hope he will hereby be induced to enter more 
deeply into the inveftigation, for I am fure the caufe of Hu- 
manity will be affifted by every one who pays a fufficient atten- 
tion to the Commerce here reprobated. 

THOMAS COOPER. 

Woodleys, near Altringham , 

Cbejhirey Oft. 1787 . 

It is to be hoped that thofe who receive any Copies of this 
Pamphlet, will diftribute them in conformity to the defign of 
the publication. 
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TO THE PRINTER OF THE MANCHESTER CHRONICL^ 

S I R, 

Quid non mortalia fedora cogis 
Auri facra fames P 

T HE public attention is fo frequently excited, by exagge. 

rated reprefentations of evils, which extend not beyond 
the limits of a family, or the perfon of the relator; by mif- 
fortunes of diurnal occurrence, or the Speculations of fi&ious 
di ft re is ; and we are fo frequently addrefied by the felf-devoted 
Ti6iims of negligence or mifconduft, and by thofe who fpurn 
at the laws which Humanity has dictated for the relief of the 
rteceffitous, that fome attention may reafonably be expected, 
to the narration of miferies which cannot be exaggerated; 
which extend to millions of our fellow-creatures; which are 
induced by no delinquency of ‘the fufferers; are inereafed and 
2 uthori fed, not alleviated, by laws, which avarice and oppref- 
■fibn have enacted and enforced, againft the wretched, but 
inndcenf, objects of thei-r legifiative authority. 

But it h not folely on the fcore of humanity, that the pub- 
lic m ; iy be addreffed on the prefent occafion: if it be our boaft: 
as Efigliffimen, that we (as all men ought to be) are governed 
by thefe laws only to which we have an opportunity of aftent- 
ing; if we claim’Freedom as our birth-right, and glory that 
the very air of our country is too free for a flave to refpire 
we are in honour bound to affift in exterminating the mod dia- 
bolical exertion of political tyranny, which the annals of 
oppreilion can exhibit an inftance of. 

1 As honeft and religious men, as Chriftians, followers of that 
Mafter whofe life was Benevolence , whofe name is Love , how 
can we dootherwife than diicouptenance a pra&ice, which in- 
volves almoft every vice that fills the black catalogue of human 
iniquity, and wherein fraud, perjury, and cruelty, attend as 
the handmaids of commercial avarice. 

W hat this practice is, the reader has already conjeaured— • 
for to what is this language applicable, but to the infamous 
traffic of the human Species— -the AFRICAN SLAVE 
TRADE. 




African Slave Trade. 

Every man poffefled of the common feelings of humanity, 
and the common principles of morality, even if unacquainted 
with the particulars of this execrable commerce, mentions it 
in difcourfe in terms of difapprobation, and hears it with an 
ejaculation of abhorrence. But the miferies of five hundred 
thoufand wretches, noticed in general terms, feldom produces 
a permanent effect among perfons, who would fliudder at the 
detail of the complicated miiery, which any individual of the 
ill-fated group has been doomed to undergo. 

It is particular dillrefs, with its attendant circumftances., 
which is calculated to excite compaflion. A general carnage is 
feldcm mentioned with pain, and is always heard without a 
tear. Happily for the human fpecies, fuch is the cafe: for 
otherwife, either human nature would prefently fink under the 
agony of perpetual fympathy, or the noblefi: feelings which 
Heaver, has bellowed on mankind, would be foon extinguilhed 
by repeated exertion, 

Thatfome very few circumftances, however, attending this 
inhuman traffic, may be generally known to the Readers of 
your Paper, I have drawn up (principally in the words of the 
relators) a very brief account of the hikory of this commerce ; 
of the writers who have exprefsly complained of it; of the 
mode of procuring the flaves ; of the labour they are doomed 
to exert; and of the general treatment they receive from their 
Chriftian mailers. In this account I fhall be careful not to 
infert any thing which writers of repute have not ventured their 
credit on, or which is not fufficiently and literally notorious, 
to every perfon who has poflefled an opportunity of feeing or 
hearing the fafts in queltion. Exaggeration in the flighted 
degree is fo perfectly neediefs, that it fhall not be attempted. 
Even thofe who relate much lefs than the truth, have great rea- 
fon to fear their readers will fufpedt them of telling much 
more. 

It is well known, that in the early ages of the world cap- 
tives were led into perpetual fervitude, whofe mailers confi- 
dered themfelves entitled to vend them. This practice conti- 
nued throughout Greece, obtained among the Romans, and 
was in ufe among all the Barbarians, who overturned the Ro- 
man Empire, and fubliituted the Feudal Syftem in the place of 
Roman Jurilprndence. From the excellent and accurate com- 
pilations of Wright, Gilbert, Blacklfone, and Robertfon, the 
Villein* of the Feudal times appear to have been true flaves; 
whofe perfons, families, and pofleflions, were the property of 
the lord of the foil ; but whofe treatment, though harfh, was 
comparatively merciful : the pra&ice, however, of continuing 
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our fellow-creatures in a ftate of fuch extreme fubordination, 
and regarding and treating them fo much like the cattle of the 
field, rather than as beings of the fame fpecies with their own- 
ers, was fo utterly repugnant to the benignant genius of 
Chriftianity, even in thofe dark ages, that the Clergy univer- 
sally fet their faces againft it, with fo much zeal and fo much 
fuccefs, that toward the clofe of the 12th century, the clafs of 
people termed Villeins hardly exifted throughout Europe. 

About the clofe of the 15th century, however, the idlenefs 
and inhumanity of the Portuguefe incited them to commit de- 
predations on the African coail, with the intent of carrying the 
natives to cultivate their newly difeovred American fettle- 
ments. The Spaniards having nearly exterminated the Ame- 
rican Indians in the Continent they poflefied, followed the 
example of the Portuguefe — not without the approbation and 
incitement of Bartholomew de la Cafas, who was blind to the 
rights of human nature in one part of the world, while he was 
Spending his life in maintaining them in another. The com- 
merce then fell into the hands of the Genoefe, and by degrees 
the Englifh, the French, the Du:ch, and the Danes (hared in 
the bloody traffic. The Englifh, however, foon became, and 
fiill continue pre eminent in wickednefs: the fupply of their 
own colonies before the war requiring the annual increafe of 
nearly ioo,qoo of thefe unfortunate victims of indolence and 
avarice. 

This fpecies of barter, however, has not been pra&ifed en- 
tirely without reprehenfion. The Africans found an advocate 
in the laft century, in a Britifh Clergyman of the name of 
Morgan Godwoyn. But of all others they are the moft indebted 
to that moft refpe&able of religious denominations, the 
Quakers. JohnWoolman and Anthony Benezet , Members of that 
fed, about the middle of the prefent century, fpent a great 
part of their lives and fortunes in the attempt to abolifh, 
among the people of their own perfuafion, a practice fo tho- 
roughly inconfiftent with every principle of common honefty, 
and every precept of every religion. Their endeavours were 
not totally unfuccefsful ; for this traffic, which had been no- 
ticed with reprehenfion by the Quakers in 1727, was publicly 
condemned at their yearly conference in 1754, wherein they 
declared, “ that to live in eafe and plenty by the toil of thofe 
whom fraud and violence had put into their power, was 
neither confiftent with Chriftianity, nor common juftice.” 
Thefe Sentiments, publicly perfifted in from that time to the 
prefent by that refpe&able body, has had no fmali weight; 
for throughout the Continent of North America, there is not 
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at this ctay a (ingle flave, in the poffeffion of an acknowledged 
Quaker. The example of the Quakers induced other feds 
in America to confider the admiflibility of flaves among their 
refpedive members. Among the Prefbyterians in Penfylvania, 
I am forry to fay the queftion refpeding the univerfal manu- 
miffion of Haves was negatived, though but by a majority of 
one. 

In the year 1774 the Rev. Mr. J. Wefley, with that adive be- 
nevolence that has perpetually marked his charader, took into 
confideration this fubjed, in a pamphlet entitled * ( Thoughts 
on Slavery.” This trad, written with the author’s ufual con 
cifenefs, and which for importance of fad, for cogency of ar- 
gument, and for neatnefs of ftile has not been exceeded by 
any writer upon this fubjed, fo well difplays the impropriety 
of the traffic, that little elfe would be neceffary than to re- 
print and difperfe it, if the unblufhing denials of notorious 
fads by fome late hirelings of Slavery, did not call for addi- 
tional inftances of Britilh inhumanity. 

Several trads on this fubjed have alfo been p ubli fhed by Mr. 
Grenville Sharp, who, to his immortal honour, at his own 
expence, procured the perpetual manumiffion of (laves in Eng- 
land, by means of the decifion in the great caufe of Somerfet 
the negro. And I confefs I think a different decifion could 
hardly be given, if a fimilar caufe, after being carried through 
•the inferior courts in the plantations, were regularly removed 
for a final difcuffion to this country. 

Next to the unremitting representations of the Quakers, how- 
ever, the public attention has been principally excited by the 
Rev. Mr. James Ramfay’s “ Effay on the Treatment and Con- 
verfion of African Slaves,” and the controversy to which it 
gave rife, A controverfy wherein the anonymous antagoniffs 
of humanity have been fo completely foiled, and Mr. Ram- 
fay’s fads fo thoroughly eftablifhed, (by the concurrent tefti- 
rnony of Capt. J. Smith in particular) that it will be difficult 
for them to efcape the accufation of grofs calumny and wilful 
mifreprefentation. Mr. Ramfay’s publication was fucceeded 
by a Tranffatlon of a Latin Differtation “ on the Slavery and 
Commerce of the Human Species;” for which the author, 
(the Rev. Mr. Clark(on) was defervedly honoured with the 
fir ft prize by the Univerfity of Cambridge, in the year 1785. 
This elaborateeflay is a full and compleat difcuffion of the fubjedt, 
and exhibits new fads and additional authorities. I am happy to 
fay that the learned and excellent author is yet employed in col- 
leding and arranging with unremitted induftry, materials for 
farther public information on this important fubjed. If to 
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thefe be added the authors mentioned in the reference,* the 
catalogue will be nearly complete, of thofe who have thus hon- 
ourably, and, I hope, not ufelefsly employed their leifure 
hours. 

The publications, however, cn this futjed, are not fo much 
known as they deferve : they are alfo too numerous to be pro- 
perly attended to by thofe who have not leifure to read much, 
and who have no inducement to pay for information of which 
they know not the importance. 

It has occurred to me, therefore, that it would conduce to the 
furtherance of a Caufe which deferves all manner of fupport, 
if I were to feled and make known fuch fads, properly authen- 
ticated, concerning the methods of procuring Haves, the talks 
they are bound to perform, and the general treatment to which 
they are fu jed, as will fhew the extent of the evil complained 
of, and juftify the charges which the Writers above enumerated 
have brought againft the traffic in quellion. 

At the firft viiits of the Portugule and other European nations 
to the Coad of Africa, they feized without fcruple fuch of the 
natives as they found, and carried them into fervitude to their 
American Colonies.- But this pradice could not laft long : the 
Africans delerted the fea coaft; they were followed up tne rivers 
and creeks; the banks of thefe became deferted in their turn, 
and the trade was on the decline. The only alternative was to 
make fettlemetits on the coaft, and obtain by purchafe, what 
they could not procure by force. This was done ; and in the 
year 1481 the firll European Fort was ereded by the Portu- 
guefe at D'Elmina . When by change of condud in the Euro- 
peans, 

* The prefent excellent Bifhop of Chefter, in a Sermon pleached before the 
Society tor propagating the Gofpel in foreign parts, recommends to their con- 
sideration, the prefent State of the enfiaved Africans. Much to his Lord- 
ship’s honour, he is the firft clergyman of the Eftabli/hment, who has profrf- 
fionally taken up the caufe. So fair an example, it is to be hoped, will be 
taniverfally followed. 

The fubjeil has alfo b' en exprefsly treated by T. Day, Efcp in a Pamphlet 
entitled e ‘ Fragments on Negro Slavery,” 

The author of a Serious Addrefs to the Rulers of America, on Slavery. 

The cafe of the opprefied Africans, by the Quakers. 

Capt. Smith’s Letter, to the Rev. Mr. Hill, on the State of the Negro 
Slaves. 

Thoughts on the Slavery of the Negroes. 2nd. Edit. 

The dying Negro, a Poem. 

Weft-I odian Eclogues, 

The Wrongs of Africa, a Poem, This hft is of considerable merit: nor 
are the others ill written. 

Thefe, with the publications of the writers mentioned in the letter* 
amount in number to jS or 20. 
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peans, an intercourfe was eUablifhed between them and the 
Africans; the former agreed for the purchafe, i. of convids 
fentenced to death; 2. of prifoners of war: but the demand 
was fo great on the one fide, and the traffic, fo lucrative on the 
other, that altho 9 throughout the whole of the Slave coaft where 
the wants of the Europeans were known, every crime, every 
mifdemeanour, nay every fufpicion of a crime was made capital 
to increafe the fupply, the demand was ftill infatiate; and the 
traders recurred to the purchafe, 3diy. of natives feized in pro- 
found peace by the abfolute authority of the Prince ; and 4-thiy. 
of natives kidnapped by thofe who now began to make a trade 
of it. Such are the fources from whence the demand has now, 
for nearly three centuries, been fupplied. 

That fuch is the cafe, is notorious: but a better idea of this 
commerce will be formed from the lubfequent accounts which 1 
have feleded from the Authors quoted. 

About the year 1551 the Englifh firft began to trade to the 
Coaft of Guinea. In 1566 Sir John Hawkins failed with two 
fhips to Cape Verd, where he fet 80 men on fhore to catch ire- 
groes . But the natives flying, he fell farther down, and there 
fet the men on (hore, to burn their towns, and take their inhabit- 
ants. But they met with fuch refiftance, that they had feven 
men killed, and took but ten negroes. So they went ftill far- 
ther down, till having taken enough, they proceeded to the 
Weft Indies, and fold them.* 

“ When the King of Barlalli (fays Mr. Moore, who was 
fador to the African Company in 1730) wants goods or brandy, 
he fends to the Englifh Governor at James Fort, who immedi- 
ately fends a (loop. A gain ft the time it arrives, he plunders 
fomeof his neighbours 9 towns, felling the people for the goods 
he wants. At other times he falls upon one of his own towns, 
making bold to fell his own fubjeds." 

The French get their flaves much in the fame way. I 
wrote (fays Monf. Brue ) to the King, if he had a fufficient num- 
ber of flaves, I would treat with him. He feized 300 of his 
own people, and fent word he was ready to deliver them for the 
goods, 99 Monf. Bar hot, another French fador, fays, “Many 
of the flaves fold by the negroes are prifoners of war, or taken 
in the incurfions they make into the enemy’s territories ; others 
are ftolen. Abundance of little blacks of both fexes are ftolen 
away by their neighbours, when found abroad on the road, or 

in 

* This was the commencement of the Ertgltjh Slave Trade, and in dired 
contradiction to theexprefs orders of Queen Elizabeth, as appears from Hill’s 
aaval hiftory, page 296. 
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in the woods, or elfe in the corn fields, at the time of year when 
their parents keep them there all day, to fcare away the devour- 
ing birds.” 

To fet the manner wherein negroes are procured in a yet 
Wronger light, it will fuffice to give an extract of two voyages 
to Guinea on that account. The firft is taken verbatim from 

the original manufcript of the Surgeon’s journal. “ Seftro, 

Dec. 29, 1724. No trade to day, tho’ many traders came on 
board. They informed us that the people are gone to war 
within land, and will bring prifoners enough in two or three 
days, in hopes of which we ftay. 

“ The 30th. No trade yet : but our traders came on board 
today, and informed us the people had burnt four towns ; fo 
that to-morrow we exped flaves off. 

iX The 31ft, Fair weather, but no trading yet. We fee 
each night towns burning, but we hear many of the Seftro men 
are killed by the inland negroes; fo that we fear this war will 
be unfuccefsful. 

“ The 2d. Jan. Laft night we faw a prodigious fire break 
out about 11 o’clock — >and this morning fee the town of Seftro 
burnt down to the ground. (It contained about 100 houles.) 
So that we find their enemies are too hard for them at prefent, 
and confequently our trade fpoiled here. Therefore about 
feven o’clock we weighed anchor, to proceed lower down.” 

The fecond extrad taken from the journal of a Surgeon, who 
went from New-Yorkon the fame trade, is as follows. u The 
commander of the veffel fent to acquaint the King that he 
wanted a cargo of flaves. The King promifed to furnifh him, 
and in order to it, fet out, defigning to furprize fome town, and 
make all the people prifoners. Some time after, the King fent 
him word he had not met with the defired fucceft, having at- 
tempted to break up two towns, and having been twice repulf- 
ed ; but that he Hill hoped to procure the number of flaves. In 
this defign he perfifted till he met his enemies in the field, A 
battle was fought which lafted three days, and the engagement 
was fo bloody, that 4500 men were flain upon the fpot.” Such 
is the manner wherein the negroes are procured; and thus 
Chriftians preach the Gofpel to th z Heathens! exclaims the Rev. 
Mr. Wefley, from whofe <f Thoughts on Slavery,” the preced- 
ing extrads are made. — The fads are from Benezet. 

The foregoing tranfcripts juftify the obfervations of Mr. 
Clarkfon , from whofe “ Effay on the Slavery and Commerce of 
the Human Species,” p. 97, et feq. I have taken the following 
very melancholy account. 

Whoever 
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Whoever refie&s on the prodigious {laughter that is condantly 
made in every African fkirmifti, will find that where io are tak- 
en, he has every reafon to prefume that iooperifh. In fome of 
thefe {kirmifhes, though they have been begun for the exprefs 
purpofe of procuring faves, the conquerors have fuffered but few 
of the vanquifiied to efcape the fury of the fvvord : and there 
have not been wanting indances, where they have been fo in- 
cenfed at the refinance they have found, that their fpirit of 
vengeance has entirely got the better of their avarice, and they 
have murdered in cooi blood every individual, without difcri- 
mination either of age cr fex. The following is an account of 
one of thefe {kirmifhes, as defcribed by a perfon who was wit- 
nefs to the fcene; who was known to Mr. Clarkfon himfelf, and 
who having been fhipwrecked on the African coad, refided a 
confiderable time among the natives. The fubfequent account 

is a tranfcript from his letter. I was fent with feveral 

others in a fmall {loop up the river Niger, to purchafe flaves. 
We had fome free negroes with us in thepradice: and as the 
veffels are liable to frequent attacks, from the Negroes on one 
fide of the river, or the Moors on the other, they are all armed. 
As we rode at anchor a long way up the river, we obferved a 
large number of negroes in huts by the rivet fide, and for our 
own fafety kept a wary eye on them. Early next morning we 
faw fromour mad head, a numerous body approaching, with ap- 
parently butlittleorder, butin clofcarray. They approached very 
fad, and fell furiouflyon theinhabitantsof the town, whofeeroed to 
be quite furprized, but neverthelefs, as foon as they could 
get together, fought ftoutlv. They had fome fire-arms, but 
made very little ufe of them, as they came dire&ly to clofe 
lighting with their fpears, lances and fabres. Many of the 
invaders were mounted on fmall horfes, and both parties 
fought for about half an hour with the fierced animofity, ex- 
erting much more courage and perfeverance than I had ever 
before been witnefs to amongd them. The women and chil- 
dren of the town cludered together to the water’s edge, run- 
ning Ihrieking up and down with terror, waiting the event of 
the combat, till their party gave way, and took to the water, 
to endeavour to fwim over to the Barbary fide. Tbev were 
clofely purfued even into the river by the vi&ors, who, though 
they came for the purpofe of getting flaves, gave no quarter, 
their cruelty even prevailing over their avarice. They made? 
no priforfers, but put all to the fword without mercy. Hor- 
rible indeed was the xarnage of the vanquifhed on this occafion, 
and as we were within 200 or 300 yards of them, their cries 
and (bricks affedled us extremely. We had got up our anchor 
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at the beginning of the fray, and now Hood clofein to the fpot, 
where the victors having followed the vanquifhed inio the 
water, were continually dragging out and murdering thofe 
whom, by reafon of their wounds, they eafily overtook. The 
very children, whom they took in great numbers, did not ef-. 
cape the maflacre. Enraged at their barbarity, we fired our 
guns, loaded with grape fhor, and a volley of fmall arms 
among them, which effectually checked their ardour, and 
obliged them to retire to a diftance from thefihore; from whence 
a few round cannon fihot foon removed them into the woods. 
The whole river was black over with the heads of the fugitives, 
who were fwimming for their lives. Thefe poor wretches, 
fearing us as much as their conquerors, dived when we fired, 
and cried molt lamentably for mercy. Having now effectually 
favoured their retreat, we flood backwards and forwards, and 
took up feveral that were wounded and tired. All whofe 
wounds had difabled them from fwimming, were either butch- 
ered or drowned before we got up to them. With ajnfiice and 
generofty never, I believe , before heard of among fi 'avers , we gave 
thofe their liberty whom we had taken up, fetting them on 
fhore on the Barbary fide, among the poor refidue of their 
companions, who had furvived the (laughter of the morning. 

On thefe undeniable fads conce/njng the mode of procuring 
flaves at the firlt outfet of the traffic, let the reader make his 
own comments. They may be fhort ; for he will have many 
to make, ere the curtain is dropped over the melancholy picture 
of Negro fervitude. 

As the Slave-coaft, for reafons before mentioned, is not 
over-burihened with native inhabitants; the flaves thus right- 
teoufly procured, are brought from the Inland Country, fre- 
quently for the diftance of 1000 or 1200 miles. The me- 
thod of conveying them down 10 the coaft, or to the fhips, as 
defcnbed by the AbbeRaynal (Hilt. Eaft and Weft Ind. iv. 
12. Edinb. Ed.) is as follows, “ Slave merchants are united 
by mutual confederacy, and forming a fpecies of caravans, 
in 200 or 300 leagues they conduCt feveral files of 30 or 40 
flaves, all laden with water and corn, which are neceflary to 
their fubfiftence in thofe thirfly defarts through which they are 
to pafs. The method of fecuring them, without much in- 
commoding their march, is inger.ioufly devifed. A fork of 
wood, from eight to nine feet Jong, is put round the neck of 
each flave. A pin of iron, rivetted, fecures the fork in fuch a 
manner, that the head cannot difengage itfelf. The handle 
of the fork, the wood of which is very heavy, falls before, 
and fo embarrafles the perfon who is tied to it, that though he 
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Las his arms and legs free, he can neither walk, nor lift tip tire 
fork. When they get ready for their march, they range the 
Haves on the fame line, and fupport and tie the extremity of 
each fork on the fhoulder of the foremoft Have, and proceed in 
this manner from one to another up to the firft, the extremity of 
whofe fork is carried by one of the guides. When thefe traders 
want fleep, they tie the arms of every Have to the tail of the 
fork which he carries. In this condition he can neither run a- 
vvay, nor make any attempt to regain his liberty. Thus far the 
Abbe Raynal’s account. 

The Haves thus brought down to the (hips are examined, male 
and female. Hark naked, by the furgeonsof the veffels. Thofe 
who are picked out for fale, are immediately branded on the 
bread (with a red hot iron which lies ready in a fire for the pur- 
pofe) with the arms and names of the Company, or Owners., 
who are the purchafers. This humane piece of caution being 
performed, the Haves are thruft by hundreds, males and females, 
promifeuoufly, into as frnall a place in the fhip as the ingenuity 
of the owners can contrive to How them in : 

Immured 

Within the fcanty breadth of calculated inches. 

Tofay nothingof theindecency of this pra£iice, or of the unre- 
drained commerce of the Tailors with the female Haves duringthe 
voyage, circumftances which are likethefmall duft in the balance 
of iniquity, the mifery of a fituation fo extremelyconfined, the pe- 
fiilential vapours they inhale, the badnefs of the provifions on 
which they are fed, the frnall quantity allowed them, and the 
tortures of a fultry climate, are frequently fo great, that many 
Haves have been known to ftarve tnemfelves to death on the voy- 
age; others, when brought upon deck forfrefhair, havefprung 
over-board, to meet death in the waves; or have otherwife put 
an end to an exi (fence fo miferable, as to make a deliverance 
from it the greateft blefling they are capable of receiving. Ci- 
thers, in a fit of defpair, have attempted to rife, and regain their 
liberty. But here what a feene of barbarity has conftantly en- 
fued. Some of them have been inffantly killed on the fpot: 
fome have been taken from the hold, have been bruifed and 
mutilated in the mod barbarous and {hocking manner, and have 
•been returned bleeding to their companions, as a fad example 
of refinance: while others, tied to the ropes of the fhip, and 
mangled alternately with the whip and the knife, have been 
leftin that horrid flotation till they have expired.” Clarkfon. 130 

A confirmation of this account of Mr. Clarkfon’s, is a cafe 
mentioned in Aftley's coIJe&ioti of Voyages by John Atkins , Sur- 
geon, on board Admiral Ogle's fquadroru i( of on sMarAing> maf- 
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ter of a veflel, in which feveral of the men flaves, and a 
woman Have had attempted to rife, in order to recover their 
liberty : fome of whom the mafter, of his own authority, fen- 
tenced to cruel death; making them fir ft eat the heart and 
liver of one of thofe he killed.* The woman he hoifted by 
the thumbs, whipt and flafhed with knifes before the other 
flaves till fhe died. 55 

Benezet, who quotes this fa£l from Aftley’s Voyages, adduces 
it as a parallel to another Inftance which he gives of the fame 
kind, from the account of a mafter of a Slave veflel on his arrival^ 
at Barbacfoes. 

He relates it from a perfon of undoubted credit who heard it 
from the captain’s own mouth. Upon an enquiry what had 
been the fuccefs of his voyage, he anfwered, That he found it 
a difficult matter to fet the Negroes a fighting with each other, 
in order to procure the number he wanted: but that when he 
had obtained this end, and had got his veffel filled with flaves, a 
new difficulty arofe from their refufal to take food: thofe def- 
perate creatures choofing to die with hunger, rather than be 
carried from their native country. Upon a farther enquiry by 
what means he had prevailed upon them, to forego this defper- 
ate refolution, he anfwered, “ That he obliged all the negroes 
to come upon deck, where they perfifted in their refolution of not 
taking food ; he caufed his Tailors to lay hold upon one of the 
moft obftrnate, and chopt the poor creature into fmall pieces, 
forcing fome of the others to eat a part of the mangled body ; 
withal iwearing to the furvivors that he would ufe them all one 
after anotherin the fame mannerif they did notconfent to eat.” 
“ This' horrid execution he applauded as a good att, it having 
had the defired effect in bringing them to take food. Benezet’s 
Caution, See. Page 26. 

Should any tempelluous weather arife during the voyage, or 
fhould provifions run ftiort in any degree, the requifite number 
of flaves are thrown overboard without any fcruple, to lighten 
the cargo, or Jeflen the number of mouths. Nay, within thefe 
few years, no iefs than 132 flaves were thrown over-board with- 
in fwo or three days from one fliip, not becaufe the weather re- 
quired it, or provifions were fcanty, but becaufe the captain had 
a defire to defraud the underwriters, in favour of the fliip own- 
ers. The circumftance, tho’ not very Angular perhaps, is fo 
much out of the way of any tranfa&ion which does not happen 
With, a Slave-trader, that the narrative is worth tranferibing. 

In March 1783, the following Circumftances came out in 
evidence bn a Cafe of Jnfurance, iried in the Court of King’s 
Bench, Weftminfter, On the 6th of September, 1781, the (hip 
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Zon g or Zurg, Luke Collingwood, mailer, failed from the 
I (land of St. Thomas for Jamaica, with about 440 negroes, 
and 17 white perfons on board. On the 27th of November 
followingfhefell inwiththe placeof herdeftination ; but themafl 
ter, either thro’ ignorance or deiign, ran the (hip to leeward , 
alledging that he miftook it for Hifpaniola. About this time (as 
is ufual in (lave (hips) a violent ficknefs and mortality raged on 
board ; fo that fiom the time of her leaving Africa, to the 29th 
of November, not lefs than 60 (laves and 7 white perfons died, 
and a great number of the remaining (laves were lick of the 
fame diftemper. The quantity of mouths, therefore, in (lead of 
being encreafed, and thereby caufing a fcarcity, were conftder- 
ably leflened. 

Collingwood, however, now difcovered or pretended to dif- 
cover, that their (lock of freffi water was reduced to 200 gallons : 
therefore there was no prefent want- of water : they were not yet 
put to (hort allowance : there was great probability moreover 
that it would rain in a few days, as indeed it did, and at all 
events they might have made an enemy’s port in 24 hours. The 
plea of neceffity, therefore, could not be the true reafon of the 
fubfequent murder. Collingwood calling together a few of the 
officers, told them, “ That if the (laves, died a natural death it 
would be to the lofs of the owners, but if they were thrown a- 
live into the fea, the lofs would be the underwriters.” To 
this propofal the chief mate (who was an evidence in the caufe) 
at firft obje&ed, obferving that there was no prefent want of wa- 
ter, and therefore noexcufe forfucha meafure. He and the reft of 
the crew were, however, foon perfuaded, and the fame evening the 
mafter fele&ed 132 (laves, all of whom were (ick and weak, and or 
dered them to be thrown into the fea. On the 29th of November, 
54 innocent and unhappy perfons were thrown ovev-board alive, 
and on the following day 42 more, making 96 out of the 132. 
On the firft of December, and for a day or t wo following, there 
fell a plentiful rain, which enabled , them to colled fix cajks of 
water, and took away the foie argument for putting to death 
the negroes, viz. the plea of wanting .water. The fate of the 
unfortunate vi&ims was, however, >, p, re determined, and even 
after the rain 2 6 negroes were thrown, over -board with their hands 
fettered or bound, and in the fight of feveral others who were 
brought upon the deck for the fame purpofe, ten of whom,\o 
avoid the unneceftary cruelty of having their hands confined, 
jumped over-board and were alfo drowned. The (hip, after ail, 
brought into port ,480 gallons of water. The. humane owm&rs 
afFe&ed to cenfure the imprudence of the murderer. Tne under- 
writers hefaating to make good the infurance, this a&ion $n- 
* .feed. 
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fued. — The above account is extracted chiefly in the words oF 
Dr. Gregory 1 * (E flays, 307) with an additional circumflatice 
or two from Mr. Ramfay. 

This Anecdote (fhocking as it is, fays Dr. Gregory) is not 
without a parallel, for not many years ago a veflel from Africa, 
freighted with negro Haves, was run on fhore in the Ifland of 
Jamaica. The matter and crew faved themfelves in the boat, 
and thro’ I know not what unnecefiary fears for their own fafety, 
knocked the negroes on the head as they {warn on fho re. (ibid.) 

From the loading of the veflels at the African coaft, to the 
completion of the voyage, there is an average dimuntion of 
the original number of flaves, one fifth. The routine of occur- 
rences to which the remaining four-fifths are fubjed, I fhall re- 
late in the words of Mr. Clarkfon, who having attended very 
particularly to the fubjed, and having had frequent opportuni- 
ties of information, from gentlemen long refldent in the Bri- 
tifh plantations, is more competent to ftate the fads, and better 
able 10 fupply the language fuitable to the occafion, than I can 
pretend to be. 

When the lhip arrives at its deftined port, they are again ex- 
pofed to fale. Here they are again fubjeded to the infpedion 
of other brutal receivers , who examine and treat them with an 
inhumanity at which even Avarice would blufli. To this mor- 
tifying circumftance is added another — that they are picked out 
as the purchafer pleafes, without any confideration whether the 
wife is feparated from her bufband, or the mother from her fon : 
and if thefe cruel inftances of reparation fhould happen ; if rela- 
tions, when they find themfelves about to be parted, fnould cling 
together; or if filial, conjugal, or parental afFedion fhould de- 
tain them but a moment longer in each others arms than thefe 
fecond receivers fhould think fit, the lafli inftantly fevers them 
from their embraces. 

When the wretched Africans are conveyed to the plantations, 
they are confldered as leafs of labour , and are put to their re- 
fpedive work. Having led in their own country a life of indo- 
lence and eafef, where the earth brings forth fpontaneoufly the 
Comforts of life, and fpares frequently the toil and trouble of 
cultivation, they can hardly be expeded to endure :he drudge- 
ries of fervitude. Calculations are accordingly made upon 
their lives. It is conjedured that if three in four furvive what 
is called the feafoning> the bargain is highly favourable. This 
teafoning is faid to expire when the two firft years of their fervi- 
tude is completed. It is the time which an African mull take to 

be 
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be fo accuftomed to the colony, as to be able to endure the com- 
mon labour of a plantation, and to be put in the gang. At this 
period they are confidered as real and fubftnntial fuppiies. From 
this period therefore we Ihall defcribe their fituation. They are 
fummoneri at five in the morning to begin their work. The 
work may be divided into two kinds, the culture of the fields* 
and the collection of grafs for the cattle. The lalt is the mod la- 
borious and intolerable employment,* as the grafs can only be 
collected blade by blade, and is to be fetched frequently twice a 
day, at a confiderable diftance from the plantation. In thefe 
two occupations they are jointly taken up, with no other inter- 
million than that of taking their fubfiftence twice, till nine at 
night. They then feparate for their refpe&ive huts, when they 
gather Hicks, prepare their fupper, and attend their families. 
This employs them till midnight, when they go to reft. Such 
is their daily way of life for rather more than half the year. They 
are 16 hours, including two intervals at meals, in the fervice of 
their mailers* — they are employed three hours afterwards in their 
own neceftary concerns — five only remain for fleep, and the day 
is finifhed. 

During the remaining portion of the year, or the time of crop* 
the nature, as well as the time of their employment, is conft- 
derably changed. The whole gang is generally divided into 
two or three bodies. One of thele, befides the ordinary labour of 
the day , is kept in turn at the mills, which are conftantly going 
during the whole of the night. This is a dreadful encroach- 
ment upon their time of reft, which was before too fhort to per- 
mit them perfectly to refrelh their wearied limbs, and a&ually 
reduces their fleep, as long as this feafon lafts, to about three 
hours and a half each night, upon a moderate computation.— 
Thofe who can keep their eyes open during their nightly labour, 
and are willing to relift the drowfinefs that is continually coming 
upon them, are prefently worn out; while fome of thofe who 
are overcome, and who feed the mill between alleep and awake, 
fufter for thus obeying the calls of nature, by the iofsof alimb; 
a hand or arm being frequently ground oft. In this manner 
they go on, with little or no refpite from their work, till the 
crop feafon is over, when the year (from the time of our firft de- 
fcription) is completed. 

To fupport a life of fuch unparalleled drudgery, we Ihould 
at leaft expeft to find that they were comfortably doathed, and 
plentifully fed. But, fad reverfe ! they have fcarcely a cover- 
ing againft the inclemency of the nighr. Their provilions are 
frequently bad, and are always dealt out to them with fuch a 
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{paring hand, that the means of a bare livelihood are not placed 
within the reach of four out of five of thofe unhappy people. 

It is a fad that many of the diforders of (laves are contradled 
from eating the vegetables which their little fpots produce, be- 
fore they are ripe : a clear indication that the calls of hunger 
are fo prefling, as not to fuffer them to wait till they can really 
enjoy them. Neitherwill this ftatement be deemed in the flighted 
degree a deviation from the literal truth in favour of the flaves, 
when the reader is informed of what is an undeniable fadt, name- 
ly, that a flave’s annual allowance from his mafter, for provi- 
fions, cloathing, medicines when fick, &c. is limited upon an 
average to THIRTY SHILLINGS 1 

This fituation of the want of the common neceflaries of life, 
added to that of hard and continual labour, mull be fufficiently 
painful of itfelf. How then muft the pain be fharpened, if it 
be accompanied with feverity? If an unfortunate flave does 
not come into the field exadlly at theappointed time; if, droop- 
ing with ficknefs or fatigue, he appears to work unwillingly ; 
or if the bundle of grafs he has been colledting appears too fmall 
in the eye of the Overfeer, he is equally fure of experiencing 
the whip. — This inftrument erafes the fkin, and cuts out (mail 
portions of the flefh at almofl every flroke ; and is fo frequently 
applied, that the fmack of it is all day long in the ears of thofe 
who are in the vicinity of the plantations. This feverity of 
maflers or managers to their flaves, which is confidered only as 
common difcipline, is attended with bad efFedts. It enables 
them to behold inftances of cruelty without commiferation, and 
to be guilty of them without remorfe. Hence thofe many adts 
of deliberate mutilation, that have taken place on the flighteft 
occafions : hence thofe many inftances of inferior, but (hocking 
barbarity, which have taken place without any occaflon at all. 
The very fitting of ears has been confidered as an operation fo 
perfedlly devoid of pain, as to have been performed for no other 
reaibn than that for which a brand is fet upon cattle, as a mark 
of property . 

But this is not the only effedl which this feverity produces, 
for while it hardens their hearts, and makes them infenfible of 
the mifery of their fellow-creatures, it begets a turn for wanton 
cruelty. As a proof of this, we (hall only mention one among 
the many inftances that occur, where ingenuity has been exerted 
in inventing inftruments of torture. “ An iron coffin, with 
holes in it, was kept by a certain colonift, as an auxiliary 
to the la(h. In this the poor vidlim of the mafter’s refentrnent 
was inclofed, and placed fufficiently near a fire to occafion ex- 
treme pain, and confequendy ftirieks and groans, until the re. 
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venge of the matter was fatiated, without any other inconveni- 
ence on his p^rt, than a temporary fufpenfion of the fiave’s la- 
bour. Had he been flogged to death, or his limbs mutilated, 
the interett of the brutal tyrant would have fuffered a more ir- 
reparable !ofs.” (Clarkfon’s Elfay, 138 et fee.) 

“ Gentlemen who have refided in the ifland of Jamaica dur- 
ing three or four years of the laft war, and who out of curiolity 
have frequented the markets where thofe unhappy people weekly 
refort, have remarked that they have not been able to turn their 
eyes on any group of them whatever, but they have beholden 
the inhuman marks of pattion, defpotifm and caprice, in the 
flitting of ears, eyes beaten out, and limbs broken.” Clark - 
fon. 15 1. 

The account given in the very accurate trad of Mr. Wfcfley, 
of the mode of treatment of the negroes on their landing at the 
plantations; of the labour they are enjoined ; of the manner 
wherein they are fed, and the punifhment they receive, perfe&ly 
tallies with the preceding defeription of Mr. Clarkfon. But as 
fome fads are mentioned by the former, not noticed by the lat- 
ter, I (hall make an extrad from Mr. Wefley’s publication. 
Having mentioned their general treatment, he proceeds, p. 26. 
8. “ As- to the punilhments infii&ed on them,” fays Sir Hans 
Sloane, “ they frequently geld them, or chop off half a foot. 
After they are whipt till they are raw all over, fome put pepper 
and fait upon them ; fome drop melted wax upon their lki.n ; 
Others cut off their ears, and conftrain them to broil and eat 
them. For rebellion (that is afferting their native liberty, 
which they have as much a right to as the air they breathe) they 
fatten them down to the ground with crooked tticks on every 
limb, and then applying fire by degrees to the feet and hands, 
they burn them gradually upwards to the head.” 

9. But will not the laws, made in the plantations, prevent 
and redrefs all cruelty and opprettion? We will take but a few 
of thefe Laws, as a fpecimen, and then let every man judge. 

In order to rivet the chain of Slavery, the law of Virginia 
ordains, “ That no Slave (hall be fee free upon any pretence 
whatever, except for fome meritorious fervices, to be adjudged 
and allowed by the Governor and Council. And that where 
any Have fhall be fet free by his owner, otherwife than is herein 
directed, the Church-Wardens, of the paritti wherein fueh 
negro fhall refide for the fp^ce of one month-, are hereby autho- 
riled and required to take up and Jell the Jaid negro by public: outcry. ” 

Will not thefe law-givers take effectual care to prevent cruelty 
2nd opprettion ? 

The law of Jamaica ordains, “ Every fluve that fhall run 
C away,. 
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away, and be abfentfrom his matter 12 months, (hall be deemed 
rebellious. And by another law, 50L are allowed to th fe who 
mall kill or bring in alive a rebellions Have. So their Jaw treat* 
thefe poor men, with as little ceremony and confederation as if 
they were merely brute beatts l But the innocent blood which 
is fried in confequence of Arch a detettable law, mutt call for 
vengeance on the murderous abettors and adors of fuch deli- 
berate wicked r.efs. 

But the law of Barbadoes exceeds even this. “ If any negro 
under punifriment by his matter, or hisorder. for running away, 
or any other crime or mifdemeanor, Jhall fujjer in life or member , 
no perfon '-whatever Jhall be liable to any fine therefore. But if any man 
ol wantonnejs , or bloody- mindednejs, or cruel intention, w ilfully kill 
a negro of his own (now obferve the fevere punifriment !) he 
fricdl pay into the public treafury 15I. tterling! and not be liable 
to^ny other punifriment, or forfeiture ior the fame l” Ad the 
39 lh - 

Nearly allied to this is the law of Virginia. “ After procla- 
mation is ifrued agaiuft flaves that run away, it is lawful for any 
perfon, whatever, to kill and dettroy fuch flaves, by fuch ways 
and means as he Jhall think fit.” 

We have fee n already fome of the ways and means, which 
have been thought fit on fuch occafions ; and many more might 
be mentioned. One gentleman , when I was abroad y thought fit to 
roafl his Jlave alive! But if the moil natural ad of running 
away from intolerable tyranny, deferves fuch relefitlefs feverity, 
what punifriment have thefe law-makers to exped hereafter, on 
account of their own enormous offences! 

This is the plain unaggravated matter of fad. Such is the 
manner wherein our African flaves areprocured: fuch the man- 
ner wherein they are removed from their native land, and where- 
in they are treated in our plantations. Thus far the Rev. Mr. 
Wettley: chiefly from Benezet. 

That negroes, in our plantations, are thus treated, fome 
have affeded to difbelieveor deny. It will be proper, therefore, 
to corroborate thefe accounts, by pafrages from other writers of 
credit on this part of the Hiftory of Negro Servitude. 

The following extrad of a letter from a gentleman in Mary- 
land to his friend in London, I give on the authority of Mr. 
Grenville Sharp. 

“ The punifriments of the poor negroes and convids, are 
beyond all conception : being entirely fubjed to the will of their 
lavage and brutal mafrers, they are often punifried for not doing 
more than ftrength and nature will admit of, and fometimes be- 
came they can’t, on every occafron, fall in with their wanton 
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and capricious humours. One common punifhment is to flea 
their backs with cow-hides, or other inftruments of barbarity, 
and then pour on hot rum, fuperinduced with brine ot pickle, 
rubbed in with a corn hufkin the fcorching heat of the fun.” 
(From the 2d. Appendix to Sharp’s Limitation of Slavery.) 

Sir Hans Sloan, in his hiflory of Jamaica, ('peaks ‘‘ of the hor- 
rid executions frequently made there upon oifcovery of the Plots 
laid by the Blacks for the recovery of their Liberty ; of fome they 
break the bones whilft alive, upon a wheels others they burn or 
rather roafl to death ; others they (larve to death with a loaf hang- 
ing beforetheir mouths.” The Rev. Mr. Ramfay, who (peaks 
from twenty years experience and fourteen years particular at- 
tention to the fubjett, after giving an account of the Labour of 
the negroes in the Sugar plantations, in no refpeft materially 
different from the preceding Extraft from Mr. Clarkfon VEffay, 
proceeds, (Efiav p. 74.,) “ The work here mentioned is con- 
fidered as the field duty of Slaves, that may be infilled on with- 
out reproach to the manager of unufual feverity, and which the 
white and black Overfeers Hand over them to fee executed ; the 
tranlgrefiion againfl which is quickly followed by the fmart of 
the cart whip. This inftrumenr, in the hands of a fkilful driver, 
cuts out flakes of fkin and fie fh with every Stroke, and the 
wretch in this mangled condition is turned out to work in dry or 
wet weather, which lafl now and then brings on the cramp, and 
ends his flavery and his iufferings together/’ 

“ The ordinary -punifhment for flaves (page$5) for the com- 
mon crimes of neglect, abfence from work, eating the fugar 
cane, theft, are cart whipping, beating with a flick, fometimes 
to the breaking of bones* the chain, an iron crook about the 
neck, a large iron pudding, or ring about the ancle, and con- 
finement in the dungeon. There haveheen inflances of flitting 
of ears, breaking of limbs fo as to make amputation neceffary, 
beating out of eyes, and caftrationfc but they feldom happen, 
efpecially of late years, and tho* they bring no lajling difgrace on 
the perpetrator , have for ibme time pad been generally mention- 
ed with Indignation. It is yet true, that the unfeeling applica- 
tion of the ordinary punifhment, ruins the conflitution, and 
Ihortens the life of many a poor wretch i 

In a certain Colony, no lefs than two Chief Judges within thefe 
thirty Years have been celebrated for cutting off or mafhing (fo 
as to make amputation neceffary) the limbs of their flaves. In 
one cafe a Surgeon w3s called in to operate — he anfvvered, he 
was not obliged to be the inffrument of another man’s cruelty. 
His honour had it then performed bv a Cooper’s Adze, and the 
wretch was left to bleed to death without attention or drefling. 
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When he became convuifed in the agonies of death the furgeon 
was again haftily fent for, and came in time to pronounce him 
dead. People Hared at the recital, but made no enquijy for 
blood. In the other cafe the limb was mafhed with a fledge 
hammer, and then it was amputated by a Surgeon, and the 
maimed wretch lived fome Years. ” (ibid, note p. 86.) 

This account of Mr. Ramfay’s, being difcredited by the ano- 
nymous defenders of Slavery, Capt. James Smith, to whom a 
Clergyman had lent Mr. Ramfay’s Eflay, voluntarily offered his 
corroborating Teflimony. From his Letter I have made the 
following excrad. 

t€ The ill treatment of flaves is too well known and too uni- 
verfal to be denied. I do affirm I have feen the moft cruel 
treatment made ufe of at feveral of the Wefl India Iflands, par- 
ticularly at Antigua, While ferving on that flation ten years 
ago, 1 vifited feveral of the Plantations there. In confequence 
of meeting with an old School-fellow, who managed an eftate 
on thatifland, I was introduced to many of that defcription ; 
snd too often has my heart ached to fee the cruel punifhments 
for trifling caufes inflided by the Manager, with fuch unconcern 
as not to break in upon his jocularity. When I have interfered, 
I have been afked, “ Do you not punifli on board Ships”? My 
anfwer was, “ Yes, no doubt ; but not in this cruel way,” A 
poor negro is laid ftretthed fiat on his face on the ground, at his 
peril to move an inch till the punifhment is over; that is inflid- 
ed with a whip, whofe thong at the ihickeft part was the fize of 
a man’s thumb, and tapering longer than a coachman’s whip. 
At every firoke a piece was taken out by the particular jerk of 
the whip, which the Manager (fometimes his wife) takes care 
to dired. This 1 have often feen, for not getting a fufficient 
quantity of grafs for the Manager, (for I well know more goes 
to his fhare than his mailer’s) and many fuch trifling things.” 
(Capt. James Smith’s letter to the Rev. Mr. Hill, p. 12. 13.) 

“ The hours of labour (fays Dr. Gregory, Eflays 308) are 
16, and at the very leal! 14 out of the 24; and the exertions 
required are frequently more than their natural ftrength and 
conflitution will bear. A perfon of veracity afiured me, that 
he has feen in one of our Weft India Iflands, a {lender female 
with a child at her back, compelled to carry up a high ladder 
17 Briftol bricks, during the whole of a fummer’s day. When 
her ftrength was exhaufted Ihe fat down, and in the 
bitternefs of her foul burft into a flood of tears; but fo little 
of humanity exifted in the breaft of her tafk-mafter, that he 
immediately roufed her to a renewal of her labour, by a fevere 
flagellation. ” 
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€e The common inftrument to keep them to their work is a 
whip like the Ruffian knout , which flays ofF the fkin wherever it 
is applied; the moft merciful is a goad, like that which is ufed 
to oxen, but fomewhat longer; and let it be remembered, that 
the ufe of thefe inftruments is frequently at the difcretion of a 
tranfport ; or fome of the moft drunken and abandoned domef- 
tics of a Planter !” (ibid 309 ) 

“ If* under thefe complicated injuries, an effort is made to 
recover the natural rights of man; on difcovery, the fentence 
is of a piece with the cruelty which occafioned the crime. The 
trials are very fummary; the evidence required very flight; 
the Judges too often ignorant ; the jury ( the Maftert) preju- 
diced; fo that I doubt not but innocence too often fuffers. 
Gibbetting alive is always the punilhment for this, as well as for 
all other capital offences. I knew a gentleman who had feen 
in Antigua fome of thefe wretches exift on the gibbet to the 
ninth day, with a loaf of bread hung at the end of the gibbet, 
toenhance the torture. ” 

“ But it is not for real crimes only, that the unhappv fub« 
jeds of thefe pages are doomed to fuffer. I believe the fol- 
lowing is a fad, which is generally allowed. As the govern- 
ment always pays the full price for any negro, who fuffers 
death upon convidjon of felony; when an unprincipled plan- 
ter has an old negro, who is paft his labour, and confequentlv 
(as they term it) a dead weight upon the plantation, the 
planter takes care to ftarve him, till the negro is reduced by 
hunger to a ftate of defperation; fome provifton is then laid 
in his way, in order to tempt him to fteaj ; which, if he does, 
he is dragged to juftice, he is executed, and the deliberate 
murderer pockets the wages of blood and cruelty.” (ibid 310,) 

€€ Thefe fads, fays Dr. Gregory, whicn I have adduced, 
I have taken on the beft authority. I have found them corro- 
borated by many impartial teftimonies ; and from the reafon 
of things, and the nature of ffavery, there is great reafon to 
believe, that this ffate of the cafe is not exaggerated.” (ibid 
3 * 3 ) 

That there will be fome difference in the treatment of flaves, 
according to the different tempers and degrees of knowledge 
of the Britiffi Planters or Managers, there is no doubt; but if 
the reader wifhes for farther authorities to prove, that the gen - 
eral ffate of the negroes in the Britifli plantations, is fuch as 
I have here reprefented it, I refer him to the corroborative tef- 
timony of the Abbe Raynal, Hift. philofophique, &c. v. 4 
P* 5 to 7. 

Dean Tucker’s Reflections on the Difputes between Great 

Britain 
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Britain and Ireland, p„ 8 17. Account of the European Set- 
tlements in America (attributed to Burke) v. 2. p. 120—127. 

To this account, other circumftances of cruelty and ex- 
treme indecency might eahly be added, fuch as I myfeJf have 
heard from the relation of eye witnefles, whofe character will 
not permit that I fhould fufpedt them of falfhood ; but I fpare 
the Reader from thefe Blocking fcenes; and I tempt him not to 
the perufal of tranfa&ions which are related with hefnancy, and 
heard with a blufh, by every man who is not in fome meafure 
concerned in their commiflion. 

How much has it been the fafhion for Englifhmen to vaunt 
of their own love of freedom, and to exclaim againft the cruel- 
ties of the Spaniards in South America! The fa&s juft ftated, 
however, will fhew how little we value the caufe of freedom, 
where our own emancipation is not concerned. And with 
how little knowledge, and how much injuftice we exclaim 
againft Spanijh cruelty, the following account of the Spanifli 
regulations, refpe&ing their flaves, will fully evince. 

As foon as a Slave is landed, his name, price, &c. are re- 
gifteredin a public regifter, and the Mafter is obliged, by law, 
to allow him one working day in every week to himfelf, be- 
fides Sunday. So that if the flave choofes to work for his maf- 
ter on that day, he receives the wages of a freeman for k; 
and whatever he gains by his labour on that day, is fo fecured 
to him by law, that his mafter cannot deprive him of it. As 
foon as the flave is able to purchafe another working day, the 
mafter is obliged to fell it him, at a proportionable price ; viz. 
one fifth part of his original coft ; and fo likewife the remain- 
ing four days at the fame rate, as foon as the flave is able to 
redeem them, after which he is abfolutely free. This is fuch 
an encouragement to induftry, that even the moft indolent are 
tempted to exert themfelves. Men, who have thus worked 
out their freedom, are enured to the labour of the country, and 
are certainly the moft ufeful fubje&s, that a colony can ac- 
quire. (Sharp’s Limit of Slavery, 55.) 

In the fame fpirit are framed the French regulations of the 
Code Notr ; while, to the utter difgr^ce of Englifhmen, they 
not only procure flaves for themfelves and others, but they 
leave them expofed to the wanton barbarity of every low bred 
defpot. 

The average. import of flaves into the European coldnies may 
be 100,000. But thefe are only two-thirds of the import pre- 
vious to the feafoning; for one third dies in the feafoning ; 
therefore the adtua* import into the European colonies, is, at 
this rate, 150,000. But this latter number is only four-fifths 
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of the cargo when firft laden ; for one fifth at lead dies in the 
pafiage; therefore the cargo, when firft laden, was 180,000 
men. Moreover it has been obferved before, and proof has 
been offered fully fufficient to eftablifh the fad, that for one man 
adually fent down to the coaft, at the very lead: ten were (laugh- 
tered. Hence one million eight hundred thou f and people are an- 
nually murdered at the mitigation of Europeans, to furnifh 
them with an annual fupply of 100,000 poor wretches to do that 
work, which, after alj, theymight, confidently with their health, 
perform themfelves ! 

That 100,000 is the average annual confumption, is generally 
allowed ; and this computation is confirmed by the following 
ftatement of the Abbe Raynal. (Hift. Ind. Book 1 1) In 176B 
there were exported out of Africa 104000 Haves. The Engliih 
have exported 53,100 for their ifiands ; their Colonills on the 
North continent carried away 6300; the French 23,500; the 
Dutch 11,300; the Portuguefe 8,700 ; and the Danes 1200. 
This account alfo tallies with the conciufions deducible from the 
following fad, fince publiHied by authority. In 96 years, end- 
ing iu 1 774, 800,000 Haves had been imported into the French 
part of St. Domingo, of which there remained only 290,000 in 
1774. Of this fait number only 140,000 were Creoles, or na- 
tives of theifland ; i. e. of 650,000 Haves, the whole pofterity 
was 140,000. (Confiderations fur la Colonie ae Dominique.) — • 
Compare this with the fad of the duplication of inhabitants 
throughout the American continent in 25 years, and allow for 
emigrants into the bargain ! — Let it alfo be confidered, that the 
French Haves are incomparably better treated than the Engliih, 
in confequence of the humane regulations of the Code Noir. 

The Abbe Raynal computes, that at the time of his writing, 
nine millions of Haves had been confumed by the Europeans. 
Add one million at lead (ince, for it is about 10 years ago. Re- 
cording then, that for one Have procured, ten at lead are 
(Lughtered ; that a fifth die in the pafiage, and a third in the 
feafoning : and the unexaggerated computation will turn out, 
that the infernal voracity of European avarice has been glutted 
with the MURDER of ONE HUNDRED and EIGHTY 
MILLIONS of our FELLOW-CREATURES! Good God, 

cries the aftoniftied Reader, for what purpofe ?« That the 

Gentlefolk of Europe , (my friend) may drink Sugar to their Tea ! f 

Such is the extent of the Charity which now folicits the Af- 
fiftance of the Benevolent. Thatif the wifdom and humanity 
©f the fiegiflature cannot interfere fo far as to exterminate a 
traffic fo replete with iniquity, fome bounds at lead may be fet 
to the wantonnefs of cruelty, and the tyranny of avarice. That 
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if the demands of commerce require that Negroes fhall be en- 
flaved becaufe they are black, and doomed to perpetual labour 
becaufe their native climate is warm, fome line fhall be drawn, 
beyond which oppreflion fhall not be exerted, and fome fmali 
alleviation fupplied to miferies, which, though called on by 
Compaffion, by Ju (lice, and Religion, we have not the courage 
to end. 

An application to Parliament will be attended with much trou- 
ble, and cannot effectually beprofecuted without much expence. 
Hitherto the Subfcriptions for this humane purpofe, have been 
confined to individuals of the refpeClable fet of Quaker s. But 
why fhould the caufe of humanity be fupported by any particu- 
lar defcription of the human race? 

But if particular clafles of individuals may with fo much pro- 
priety intereft themfelves on an occafion fo praife-worthy, are 
there none but the Quakers, who may reafonably be expected to 
fland forth the advocates of the injured and oppreffed ? What- 
ever may be the peculiar opinions of the various denominations 
of Chriftians , furely there can be no difference in opinion in a cafe 
fo obvious. Even warmth may be forgiven, if it mingle with the 
mildnefs of Chriftianity, on the recolle&ion of circumftances 
of fuch enormous wickednefs, when even our Lord himfelf 
fpeaks with extreme indignation of thofe who offend againfl the 
firft Law of Benevolence, Charity, or Love. “ Wo unto you. 
Scribes and Pharifees, hypocrites; ye pay tithe of mint, anife, 
and cummin, and negleCt the 'weightier matters of the La'w , 
Judg?nent , and Mercy. Thefe things ought ye to have done, 
and not to have left the other undone. Ye ferpents, ye genera- 
tion of vipers, how can ye efcape the Damnation of Hell!” 

May I prefume to mention to the Gentlemen of the Efiablifo- 
ment , whofe lives and converfations do fo much honour to the 
pro effional charaCler in this town and neighbourhood, and many 
of whom even now occur to my recollection, who are poffefTed 
of abilities and eloquence far beyond the common portion which 
their fellow-labourers in the vineyard at large enjoy — altho’ the 
poll of honour, in this mod honourable conflict with Tyrany 
and Cruelty, has been feized by fedlaries, that it would not be 
inconfiftent with their own private feelings, with theii private 
character, with their public chara&er, with their profeffional 
duty, to join with their Fellow Chriftians in a point wherein 
no Chriftians can differ, and aftlft, to their utmoft, endeavours 
fo laudably exerted. The prefent Bifhop of Chefter has already 
fet the example of preaching at a public charity, (for fuch in 
fatt is the Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel) a Charity 
Sermon, in favour of fome alleviation to Negro Servitude: he 
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has enfoiced it, from the condud and opinion of thofe whom 
Bnglijhmen ought deeply to blufti that they have not preceded, the 
French and the Spanijh . What if the Clergy of Manchefter 
were to recommend to their refpedive Congregations, in an ex- 
prefs Difcourfe, to contribute their Mite toward the fubfcription 
for the Parliamentary application ? Surely fuch liberality of 
fentiment and condud would refled honour upon the facred cha- 
rader, and fhew that diverflty in matters of mere opinion, will 
never prevent their adopting uniformity in pradica! benevolence. 

To the Society of Quakers in this town, I apprehend it will 
be unneceflary to fay much, to incite them to promote what the 
fed have almoft univerfally adopted, with a zeal, a periever- 
ance, an attention, a liberality to which no praife can be equal, — 
The Friends in Manchefter will certainly not remain Angular in 
a matter fo honourable to themfelves and their profeflion. A- 
mong the Prejbyterians in America, the Queftion relating to 
Univerfal Manumiflion was negatived by ONE only. Since 
then, other fads have come to light, other enormities have been 
obferved, and the experiment of Manumiflion extenflvely tried, 
has, even lucratively , anlwered. Why fhould not the inhabit- 
ants of Manchefter, the Teachers in particular of this perfua- 
fion, fecond the exertions of the refpedable Minority abroad, 
and complete, as far as the prefent application can extend, what 
was left undone by their American brethren ? I am not folici- 
tous to diftinguifh, among the numerous and opulent Diflenters 
in Manchefter, who rank under the denomination of Prejbyten- 
ans y thofe of the Arian from ihofe of the Calviniftic perluaflon. 
For what has fuch a diftindion to do in the prefent cafe ? This 
is not the caufe of Arianifm or of Calvinilm — it is the caufe of 
Humanity, of Chriftianity. 

But I apply particularly to the Methodifts : to thofe who muft 
have read, or have heard at leaft, of the very excellent Trad of 
that very excellent man the Rev. John Wcftley. They are a 
difgrace to their Charader, they are a difgrace to their 
Leader, if this Pamphlet has not made a forci- 
ble impreflion on their minds. “ To turn the hearts of the 
Difobedient to the Wifdom of the Juft,” has certainly been the 
earneft endeavour of the chief promoters of methodiim, what- 
ever may have been the charaders of fome of their followers, 
or whatever may have been the propriety or impropriety of the 
means ufed towards this great end. My friends, for this end 
you are again called upon : I call upon the Preachers among you 
to fecond the endeavours of their great Mafter. This is the 
caufe of Benevolence and Religion : it is therefore the caufe of 
Methodifm. Do yourfeives honour, and hafte to come forth 
the foremoft in this buflnefs. The omrfiion will difgrace you. 

D Whatever 
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Whatever may be the religious perfuafion of the Reader, up- 
on the principles of his own fed, he may fairly be addrefled. 
He that is not with us, is againft us. As Engliihmen, the 
blood of the murdered African is upon us, and upon our chil- 
dren, and in fome day of retribution he will feel it, who will 
not affift to wafh off the (lain.- 

But why thefe addrefles to the inhabitants of Manchefter in 
their religious charaders only ? There is not a man of com- 
mon honefty, of any, or of no religion, who, on dueconfider- 
ation, can deny that this Ihocking traffic is downright rebellion 
again!! the plaineft principles of common honefty. I appeal 
therefore to every man who aflumes this charader, not merely 
in behalf of the caufe, but in behalf of his own confiftency. 
And I hope the inhabitants of Manchefter, who have purchafed 
and enjoyed fuch public reputation for their fpirited exertions 
againft political oppreffion, will not want fpirit in fuch a caufe 
as this, merely becaufe their peculiar intereft is not concerned. 
I appeal to themfelves what honour they have it now in their 
power to gain, by a marked, a public interference in a caufe of 
fuch magnitude, and fo reputable; and I hope an Appeal on 
fuch a Subjed will not be made in vain. 
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I Did not think it worth while to infert in the body of this fe- 
le&ion the arguments, or rather the excufes which fiave- 
dealers and flave-holders alledge in reply to the charges adduced 
againft them. A ffiort ftatement, however., of thefe excufes, and 
the obvious replies, may not be improper in a pamphlet which is 
intended for general information. I fhall therefore date what I 
have heard or perufed in favour of the African trade either in 
converfation or in print; and this in the order of the preceding 
hiftorical dedu&ion of this traffic. As to the mode of procuring 
flaves on the coaffi It is faid, 

I. Whatever may have been the cafe, the flaves are now pur* 
chafed ; and therefore it is the bufinefs of the feller, and not of 
the purchafer, to take care that they are properly procured ori- 
ginally. 

Anfwer I. It is notorious that we ourfeives kidnap the ne- 
groes on every opportunity. 2. It is notorious that the Have 
dealers, from whom we purchafe them, are kidnappers. 3. We 
do dill incite and encourage wars on the coaft, for the purpofe of 
making flaves plentiful. 4. Before any man purchafes a Have, 
who alledges the injuftice of the fale, it is the duty of the pur- 
chafer to take care that the labour of the perfon fold was proper- 
ly forfeited, for there is, prima facie, evidence againfl this. 

II. The Perfons fold, are fold by the authority of their prince, 
and are in general convi&s. Anf. i. No prince has a right to 
fell his fubjea ; nor has an Engliffiman a right to encourage ty- 
ranny. 2. It is notorious that an extremely fmail portion are 
convi&s. 3. Of t hole who are, the majority are unjuftly con- 
demned ; and it is well known that capital crimes, which 
induce the flavery, not only of the perfon guilty, but of his 
whole family, arc made very numerous by the African tyrants, 
that their revenue mav be increafed, by the fale of the perfons 
condemned, 4. In the mod civilized European dates, the 
punifhments are too difproportionate and fevere : a fortiori, 
they are likely to be fo in dates fo imperfectly civilized. Hence 
the obligation is very drong upon us, to take care that we are 
not, from carelefsnefs or wilful negligence, the inftruments of 
inju&ice and oppreffion, 

* D 2 JII. There 


3 o 


APPENDIX. 


III. There is no cruelty in purchafing the negroes as Haves, 
becaufe they are universally fo in their own country. 

Anfwer I. If they are fo, fo much the worfe: It is our duty 
to extend political freedom, and not flavery. 2. They are not 
Haves to their prince in the fame fenfe as they become fo to the 
purchafers. 3 The Africans are all extremely fond of their 
own country, and abhor extremely their Well-Indian fervitude* 

As to the mode of treating them on board fhip, and their 
plantation punijhments — it is faid, 

IV. Such feverity is abfolutely neceflary, to prevent muti- 
ny, and compel labour. 

Anfwer 1. As far as the experiment has been tried, general 
mild treatment, with certain and fevere, but not brutally-cruel 
punifhments, have anfwered bed. Fads to this purpofe have 
been furnifhed by Mr. Ramfay and Captain Smith, and the 
French plantations are Handing proofs of this. 2. Becaufe 
one ad of cruelty and injuflice makes feveral others necefiary — 
the firft does not jullify the fubfequent ones. It is no juftifica- 
tion of my murderer, that I refufed to be robbed. 

V. One may ufe a negro like a brute animal, for they are a 
different race of beings. 

Anfwer 1. We treat no brute animals fo ill. 2. If we did, 
the treatment is too cruel to admit of juftification. 3, They 
are men ; fufceptible of the fame cultivation with ourfelves. A 
white and a black do not produce a mule, but a being capable 
of continuing the fpecies ; which is the very flrongeft proof of 
famenefs of fpecies. The whitenefs of a white man decreafes in 
hot climates, and the blacknefs of the black man in cold ones. 
As to their capacity, let the Poems of Phillis Wheatley, and 
the Letters of Ignatius Sancho be perufed, and thequeftionis 
decided. By the way; the mother of Ignatius Sancho was 
hurried on board a Have fhip, pregnant: onboard the fliip San- 
cho was born: with difficulty he was kept alive: but his father 
receiving the common treatment of plantation negroes, thought 
fit to put an end to his own exiftence. 

VI. It is denied that the treatment of the negroes is fuch as 
has been represented : i; is moreover improbable that it fhould, 
for it is againft the planters’ intereft, 

Anfweri. The fad has been anonymoufly denied : I have 
proved it by fuch teftimonies as Benezet, Welley, Grenville 
Sharp, Ramlay, Capt. Hill, Clarkfon, Dr. Gregory — to 
which may be added the concurrent belief of Raynal, Dean 
Tucker, Burke ,&c. I forbear to quote the anonymous corrobo* 
rators. No impartial man believes otherwife, than that the 
anonymous deniers of thefe notorious fads deny, for interefted 
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purpofes, what they know to be true. 2. Every body knows, 
that intereft will very often be facrificed to paflion. 3. In the Bri- 
tifti plantations the cafe very generally is, that the perfon who in- 
Bids the cruel punifhments complained of, facrifkes not his 
own, but his mailer’s intereft, who is fpending the profits of 
the plantation in Great Britain; and who cannot afford that 
the Haves fh all not be worked to the utmoft of their ftrength. 
4. The fadt is, that the intereft of the Britifh planters is prodi- 
gioufly facrificed by the treatment in queftion. The French 
ilaves are all well treated ; but the planters them/elves rejide on 
their o*wn plantations. 

VII. The planters have a right to the utmoft labour of the 
Haves, for they have paid for it. 

Anfwer 1. No bargain is fair, where there is not a quid pro 
quo ; a mutual equivalent. But no equivalent can poflibly be 
received by the Have. 2. No man has a right to purchafe what 
he may know, if he pleafe, that thefeller has no right to fell. 

VIII. The iflands could not be cultivated without Haves; 
becaufe white men cannot bear labour in fo warm a climate, 
while blacks can; and becaufe even if the negroes were manu- 
mitted, no free negro will work as a day labourer; which is 
evinced by the indolence of the Caribs in St. Vincents, and the 
Marons in Jamaica. 

Anfwer 1. It is better that the iflands remained uncultivated 
to eternity, than that their cultivation fliould be encouraged at 
the priceof fuch enormous, fuch extenfive villany. If thefe be 
juftifiable means of becoming rich, with what face can we put 
to death the man who fhoots another through the head for the 
purpofe of fecuring the contents of the dead man’s pocket ? 2. 
It is in all cafes impolitic to force colonization. 3. The whites 
can cultivate the iflands much better than the blacks. For 
thofe are capable of the greatefl exertion, who have been per- 
petually 'accuftomed to exertion : the inhabitants of cold cli- 
mates, i. e. the whites, are accuftomed to perpetual exertion: 
the inhabitants of hot climates, i. e. the blacks, are from their 
infancy accuftomed to perpetual indolence; for the neceflaries 
of life in Africa are almoft fpontaneoufly produced; therefore, a 
fortiori, the whites are the properell perfons for the labour. 
Agreeable to this is the fad, that a European conftitution Hands 
an American climate better than a native. The blackfmiths, 
carpenters, wheel-wrights, builders, &c. all the trades that 
require great exertion to perform with fuccefs, are performed 
by whites, in the Weft-India iflands. A blackfmith, a fmelter, 
a worker in a glafs-houfe, &c. in this kingdom, work in a 
more fultry, and a more unwholfome climate than the negroes 
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in the Weft-Indies. A gentleman informed me very lately, 
that his brother, with the other officers of the regiment to which 
he belonged, in the Weft Indies, ufed the daily amufement of 
Cricket . The fwampy climate of Georgia is at leaft equally 
hot, and certainly more unhealthy, than our Weft India 
iflands. (t I and my family (fays Mr. John Wefley) eight in 
number, employed all our fpare time, while in Georgia, in 
felling trees and clearingof ground ; as hard labour as any ne- 
gro need oe employed in. The German family, like wife, 40 
in number, were employed in all mannerof labour. And this 
was fo far from impairing our health, that we all continued 
perfectly well, while the idle ones round about us were fwept 
away, as with a peftilence.” (Thoughts, See. 20.) 4. If the 

blacks be manumitted, they muft do fomething for their living: 
you need not feed them unlefs they will earn it, and then they 
will be compelled of themfelves to work for you. The Marons 
and Cbaribs do not come for employ, becaufe they have been 
brought up in a ftate of warfare with the civilized inhabitants ; 
becaufe they can fubfift by hunting or plunder, not being very 
numerous; becaufe they have been educated to this mode of 
life, and it is a known fatt, that either white or black thus 
brought up from his infancy, will never voluntarily fettle to 
regular labour: becaufe they as well as the free negroes in the 
plantations, if they are to work, muft work in the gang with 
the fla<ves y a difgrace which it is well known they will live any 
how rather than fubmit to ; and becaufe if they were to hire 
themfelves to work in the plantations, they would earn lefs than 
they now can do by keeping (hop, or as huckfters, Sec. for 
within thefe few years, gangs might have been hired at 8d. or 
Jod. a day per head, and during the war, the price did noj 
exceed 13d, f but none of thefe objections would lie to the 
gradual or even fudden manumiffion of the numerous negroes 
now bolder; in ftavery: fo that the inliances do not, in 
any degree, countenance the inconveniences dreaded. 
5. The Slave-trade, during the war, was almoft annihilated ; 
the confequence was, the flaves became more valuable; and 
were better treated in fome degree; and we do not hear that any 
enormous inconvenience was the refult. 6. But granting that 
the Weft-India Iflands could not be cultivated without flaves, 
which is very far from being the caie; yet the nation would be- 
come very conftderably the gainers, by attending to the colo- 
nization of Africa, rather than the Weft-Indies, which will 
certainly at one time or other involve us in another American 
war. The ufe of a Colony, is to fupply the Mother Country 
with thofe commodities which the latter is in want of and can- 
not 
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not produce, at a cheaper rate, and in greater perfe&ion than 
the Mother Country can be fupplied with from any other place : 
and fecondly, to take off thofe commodities in exchange, which 
the Colony cannot produce, and which the Mother Country 
has to fpare. For this purpofe, the firft confederation ought to 
be, to colonize in an oppofite climate: the effeft of colonizing 
in a Jlmiliar climate we have Found, by the mod imprudent and 
abfurd encouragement which vve afforded to the North American 
colonies. Wherever therefore the commodities required, can 
be railed in the greateft plenty and the greateft perfedion, other 
circumftancts being equal, that is the proper place for coloni- 
zation; and of this, vppojrtitm of climate is the firft evidence* 
Now, it is a notorious fad, that in the hot climate of Africa, 
every produd of our Weft-India Iflands may be produced in 
much greater abundance, and much higher perfedion : Cotton, 
of various kinds, grows fpontaneoufly: Indigo of the firft quality 
h indigenous : thefugar-canein Africa, is 3 or4 times thefize that 
we fee it in the Weft-Indies; and they havebefide, what the Weft- 
Indies have not, ivory, and unexplored gold mines. The pro- 
bable quantity of produce in the colony, is the exponent of the 
probable quantity of home manufadures, which that colony will 
take oft; tor thefe laft can only be paid for by the former. But 
in Africa, Weft-India produds would be produced, not only in 
greater perfedion, but in greater plenty within the fame fpace. 
But when to this is added, the fuperior extent of fpace, and 
of fea coaft too ; there is the utmoft probability that the coloni- 
zation of Africa would anfvver to this country far better than 
that of the Weft-Indies, and the confumption of our manufac- - 
tures, and of our revenue, would be very confiderably encreafed. 
Not that in the prefen t ftate of things, fuch a colonization not 
begun, is to be attempted, while an old one remains ; but I 
argue upon the improbable fuppofition that our Weft-Indian co- 
lonies would be materially injured by the manumiftion oHlaves, 
and the abolition of the Slave-trade. But that fuch injury 
would arife, no one can reafonably exped, who confiders, that 
in the State of Delaware, in America, flavery is abolished ; that 
the Quakers have found their intereft in their honefty; and that 
in coniequence of pad experience, the State of Virginia has 
lately prohibited the importation or purchafe of a Have, under 
a penalty of 1000I. 

IX. But the Slave-trade is a lucrative traffic to this country, 
and ought therefore to be encouraged. 

Anfwer 1. Honefty is the beft policy : no lucre is cheap that 
is purchafed at the expence of that, which all mankind agree 
ought never to be expended. 
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The average amount of the exports to Africa, is not above 
500,0001. Of what moment, pray, can the profit upon this ca- 
pital be, when compared with the price paid ? 2. But it is a 

great doubt whether it be lucrative to the nation at all. For the 
riches of the nation is compofed of the riches of individuals : the 
capital of the nation is tbeaggregateof the capitalsof individuals : 
the gain to the nation upon any particular branch of commerce, 
is the average gain upon the aggregate of the capitals of the 
individuals employed in that branch of commerce. But I have 
heard it repeatedly aflerted, that for fome years pad the African 
Slave-trade has been carried on to the confiderable lofs of many 
individuals employed in it, and that even at prefent, fuccefs 
depends not upon the regular events of the trade, but 
upon fuch care and condudt in the captains employed, as does 
not redound to the credit either of them or their employers. 
3. It is notorious that the French and Spaniards, who deal 
largely in (laves, confider the trade as a Ioofing one ; for a great 
part of the Slave-trade of this country, is for the Jupply of the 
French and Spanijh colonies. At the time of Mr. Ramiay’s writ- 
ing, fome Englifh Have-dealers were treating with the court of 
Spain, for the regular fupply of the Spanifh colonies with 
80,000 annual Haves. Can hat trade be lucrative to this coun- 
try which fupplies to the French and Spaniards, the means of 
cultivating a branch of commerce, wherein they are our rivals? 

X. The Slave-trade is a nurfery for feamen. 

# Anfwer. a is the grave of the bell feamen in the Britifh fer- 
vice. 

It is well known, that the failors diflike the trade : that they 
are frequently kidnapped to enter into it ; that they are ill 
treated in it; and that very many die in it; far beyond the 
common proportion. 2. It is well known too, that as more 
hands are necefiary to coiled flaves than to navigate the veHel ; 
hence they are ill treated in the mid -voyage, for the owners 
gain, bv their death, their keep and their pay. 

Such are the Arguments that have occurred to me on each 
fide the Queftion. 

Reader: lay >our hand upon your breaft, and afk yourfelf 
ferioofiy and folemnly (for it is a folemn bufinefs) the Quefiion, 
“ Is this Traffic, upon the whole, honell or difhonefi? If the 
latter ; is it not your duty to fet your face againfl it, with an 
earneftnefs proportionate to the extent and enormity of the 
evil? Adi in this cafe as your confidence Hiall diredl ; the Ap- 
peal has been made to you, and atone day or other you will 
anfwer for your own conduft herein* 
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AGAINST the SLAVE TRADE. 


This Day Is publifhed, in One Volume 8vo, Price 4s, 
in Boards, 

By J. Phillips, George-Yard, Lombard-Street, 

An Effay on the Slavery and Commerce of the Human Spe- 
cies, particularly the African, tranllated from a Latin Differ- 
tation, which was honoured with the firft Prize in the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge, for the Year 1785, with Additions. By 
J. Clarkfon, 4s. Boards. 

Where may be alfo had, lately publifhed, 

A Letter from Capt. J. S. Smith, to the Rev. Mr. Hill, on 
ike State of the Negroe Slaves. To which are added an in - 
trodu&ion, and Remarks on free Negroes, &c. By the 
Editor. Price 6d. 

Effay on the Treatment and ConverHon of African Slaves 
in the Britifh Sugar Colonies. By the Rev. J. Ramfay, Vicar 
of Teflon in Kent. 4s. Boards. 

An Inquiry into the Effetts of putting a Stop to the African 
Slave Trade, and of granting Liberty to the Slaves in the 
Britifh Sugar Colonies, By J. Ramfay, Price 6d. 

A Reply to the perfonal Inve&ives and Objections contain- 
ed in two Anfwers, publifhed by certain anonymous Perfons, 
to an Effay on the Treatment and Converfion of African Slaves, 
in the Britifh Colonies. By J. Ramfay. Price 2s. 

Thoughts on the Slavery of the Negroes. Price 4d. 

A Caution to Great Britain and her Colonies, in a fhort 
Representation of the calamitous State of the enflaved Ne- 
groes in the Britifh Dominions, By Anthony Benezet. Price 6d. 

A ferious Addrefs to the Rulers of America, on the Incon- 
fiftency of their Condudl refpedting Slavery. Price 3d. 

The Cafe of our Fellow-Creatures, the oppreffed Africans, 
refpe&fully recommended to the ferious Confideration of the 
Legiflature of Great Biitain, by the People called Quakers, 
Price ad. 

A Defcription of Guinea, its Situation, Produce, and the 
general Difpofuion of its Inhabitants; with an Enquiry into 

the 


the Rife and progrefs of the Slave Trade, &c. By Anthony 
Benezet. Sewed, 2s. 

A Fragment on the Slavery of the Negroes, By Day, is* 
Stockdale. 

Wefley’s Thoughts on the Slavery of the Negroes. 

G, Sharpe's Law of Liberty, qd. 

Limitation of Slavery. 2s. 6d. 

* Law of palfive Obedience. 9d, 

John WQolinan. Some Effays in his Works. 


FOR the SLAVE TRADE. 


An Apology for Negro Slavery. Faulder. 

Curfory Remarks on Ramfay’s EfTay. By Tobin. 2s. 6 d» 
Wilkie. 

N. B. Now in the Prefs, an Anfwer to Tobin’s Rejoinder. 
By Ramfay. 

Rejoinder to Ramfay’s Reply. By Ditto, is. 6d, Wilkie, 

The Subject of the Slave Trade is alfo animadverted on, in 
a Sermon exprefsly on this topic, among thofe publiihed by 
Dr. Porteus, Bifhop of Cliefler. 

In a Sermon, on the reciprocal Duties of Maftersand Ser- 
vants, by Dr. Roller; vid. Roller’s Sermons, qto. v. z, p. 15$ 
et feq. 

See alfo to the fame purpofe Dodfley’s Annual Regifler, v. 
15, for the Year 1772, among the Poetry, 

Ibid v. 18, p. 17; et feq. 

Ibid v. 12, p. 168—209. 

Many paflages alfo on this fubjeft are to be found in Cow^ 
pet’s Poems ; in the Letters of Ignatias Sancho, &c. 


